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Project in Brief  
This project will result in the pilot version of the Global Reporting Initiative (GRI) Health 
and Safety Technical Protocol (H&S Protocol). The document will facilitate reporting 
consistent and comparable reporting of health and safety within the context of the GRI 
framework.  
Period: December 2003 – August 2004 

Background 
The Global Reporting Initiative (GRI) has emerged over the last six years as the most widely 
recognised global sustainability reporting framework. The 2002 Sustainability Reporting Guidelines  
(the Guidelines) are the foundation of the GRI reporting framework. The Guidelines are supported by 
technical protocols which provide definitions, measurement methods, and procedures for reporting on 
indicators contained in the core Guidelines and sector supplements, thus ensuring consistency and 
comparability between reports. In its ongoing effort to enhance the application of the Guidelines’ 
performance indicators, GRI has started developing a new technical protocol covering the Health and    
Safety (H&S) indicators.    
 
Project Objectives   
Increase the consistency and comparability of the health and safety data in reports, thereby 
enhancing the utility of the reported information. 
 
Project Deliverable  
The pilot version of the GRI Health and Safety Technical Protocol (pilot version) that provides 
definitions for relevant terminology, detailed guidance on the methodologies for calculation of the 
performance indicators in the GRI Guidelines, and other supporting information. 
 
Project Outline 
The project consists of a work programme that adapts GRI’s respected due process with engagement 
of a wide range of stakeholders. 
• Phase I: Drafting of the Protocol 
An external technical specialist will write the first draft of the Protocol. To support the drafting 
process, the GRI will form an H&S Practitioner’s Network and an Advisory Group to provide 
comments on the draft document. The Network will be open to all interested parties and will 
communicate primarily by electronic means. The Advisory Group (AG) will comprise approximately 
10 members from different backgrounds and geographic areas, including representatives from 
business, civil society, and labour unions. 
• Phase II: Public Comment 
The working draft will undergo a public consultation period in March-May 2004. During that period 
GRI will solicit comments through its website, newsletter, and stakeholder network. 
• Phase III: Submission of the Final Draft to the GRI Governing Body 
Following the completion of the public comment period, the draft will undergo a revision process. 
The final draft will be submitted to the GRI governing body. It will represent a balanced-view as a 
result of input by various stakeholders, and will highlight any outstanding issues. Final approval of 
the Protocol will rest with the GRI governing body. 

 
Getting involved 
As part of the ongoing consultation associated with the project, GRI extends an open invitation to 
anyone that has a sincere interest in contributing their thoughts and experiences with H&S related  

 
GRI is a Collaborating Centre of the United Nations Environment Programme 

http://www.globalreporting.org/guidelines/2002.asp
http://www.globalreporting.org/guidelines/protocols.asp
http://www.globalreporting.org/guidelines/2002/c52.asp
http://www.globalreporting.org/guidelines/2002/c52.asp


 

                                      GRI Health and Safety Technical Protocol Project 
 
matters to join the Practitioners Network on Health and Safety Indicators. By joining this network, 
practitioners will: share their experiences with H&S related issues to help guide our work, comment 
on draft versions of the Protocol, and provide feedback on questions arising during the course of the 
project. Practitioners will also receive regular updates from GRI as the project moves forward. 
 
Timeline (subject to modification) 
• December 2003: Project approval and authorisation to begin 
• February 2004:  Draft protocol posted on website for public comment 
• March-May 2004:  Public comment period 
• June 2004:  Revision of the Protocol 
• August 2004:  Submission of the final draft to the GRI governing body                                                       

 
 

Donor: Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation  

Project Team: Sean Gilbert; Damir Dragicevic 

Contact:  Sean Gilbert, GRI Secretariat, Keizersgracht 209, PO Box 10039, 1001 EA Amsterdam,              
The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0)20 531 0000 Fax: +31 (0)20 531 0031 
E-mail: gilbert@globalreporting.org    Website: www.globalreporting.org  
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